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A bit of history of ECC 
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How did the project started? 

International Congress of Forestry 

in Annecy 2007

Subjects on the conference:
• Safety and health
• Increase of mobility of workers 
• Skilled/ competent worker

Specific attention to the use of 
the chainsaw
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Mobility of workers
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Kettensägeniveau 
Der Teilnehmer ist fähiges… bla bla bla 

Unterzeichnet und zugestimmt Kopf…

Chainsaw 

level

The participant is 

able to … bla bla bla
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Nível da serra de 

cadeia O 

participante é…
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Assinado e 

concordado 

Cabeça…

Säker Skog

Motorsags Korkort 

Klass: AB

Godkannande instruktor 

…

Many country’s – many different certificates
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Differences between country’s

= ??

Certificates are difficult to compare 



First Conference in Brussels
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Participating country’s 

EU organisations
Certificators

Industry
Branch organisations

Training centres



Results of the conference
• Development of chainsawcertificates

• Build up an organization witch can safeguard qualitycontrol

• Existing certification systems can be remained

• Existing systems can be compared with the European 
minimumstandards and if so: extra ECC logo can be put on the 
National certificates

• New system for country’s without national standards

• A European project is launched to fund the start-up
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Standards committee with: trainers/ 

instructors/ advisers

Meetings in:
Danmark
Spain
Tsjech Republic
Belgium
The Netherlands
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• Agreement on the European minimum 
standards for safe, ergonomic and 
effective use of the chainsaw = ECS

• Compare them with existing National 
standards

• Develope criteria to have a uniform 
competention assessement  

• This all to achief a European Chainsaw 
Certificate 

Goal:



ECS 1 - maintenance and crosscutting

ECS 2 – basic felling

ECS 3 – advanced felling

ECS 4 – windblown trees



Assessors workshop

November 2017, Arnhem



• Exchange of experiences
• All looking in same direction
• ECC assessment criteria and tasks 

safeguard uniformity and a strong 
qualitylabel

• Answers on questions mostly to be find in 
EC-Standards, handbook or appendices

• > 30 participants out of 8 country’s

Goal:



4 Years in search in Europe to find solid 
support





European Forestry and Environment 
Skills Council

European Chainsaw Certificat



What is EFESC?
• The umbrella organization to manege and empower 

certificates of forestry and environmental 
competences. A membership organisation 
composed of:
– National Agency's: 

• Organising and giving structure to the certification 
process on a transparent way 

• Taking care of knowledge sharing 

– European or National organisations: 
• Everyone who’s involved in recognition of craftsmansh ip 

of nature workers



What is EFESC?
• First General Assembly in Ossiach 2011

Statutes
First version of the handbook
Election of the members
Start up secretariat (KWF)
Accreditation of the National Agentcy’s:

Centro Forestal Catalunya, KWF, IPC Groene ruimte, Centre Forestier de la Bastide 
de Jordan, Bundesministerium fur Landwirtschaft, Fo rsten und Umwelt, 
Roumania, EFESC Italy, City & Guilds UK, Inverde

Others :  Tjech Republic, Poland, Portugal, Latvia, …



Executive Board : Tom Embo, Chairman 
(inverde); Rosa Ricart (CFTC); Roland 
Tromp (IPC Groene Ruimte)
Standards Committee : Kris Hofkens and 
Klaus Klugmann(Chairpersons); Josep 
Anglada; Wouter Schulp; Chris Hughes ; 
Josef Stampfer ; Giorgio Behmann 
dell’Elmo; Helmut Keller;…
Accreditation Committee : Joachim Morat 
(Chairperson); Christian Salvignol; Rudy 
Burgherr 
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EFESC:  Quality-control 

Audits of National Agency’s

• 2016: Spain, Germany and Roemenia

• 2017: France and Belgium

• 2018: the Netherlands, Italy en Austria



Inverde as EFESC National 

Agency in Belgium



5/03/2018 235/03/2018 23

EFESC audit NA Belgium

• Results audit Inverde (sept. 2017):

• Strong points: 

• A first certified Efesc assessment centre in 

Wallonië

• Strong cooperation between different 

training and assessment centres
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EFESC audit NA Belgium

• Results audit Inverde (sept. 2017):

• Recommandations:

• Adaptation of result multiple choise-theory-

test to succeed: 50% -> 70% 

• Will be implemented starting autumn 2018
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EFESC audit NA Belgium

• High efficiënty by 

development of an app. to 

do the assessments on 

tablets 

• Less faults and 

administration!

• Obligation to have an ECC-

certificate to work with a 

chainsaw in public forests….

-> many assessments





• Op dit ogenblik 3 erkende examencentra:

– Inverde: 

• 5 interne ECC-beoordelaars

• 6 externe ECC-beoordelaars

– Syntra-West / Skilliant:

• 3 gecertificeerde ECC-beoordelaars

– Le Forem:

• 2 gecertificeerde ECC-beoordelaars

National Agency of Belgium

– Inverde: 

• 5 interne ECC-beoordelaars

• 6 externe ECC-beoordelaars

– Syntra-West / Skilliant:

• 3 gecertificeerde ECC-beoordelaars

– Le Forem:

• 2 gecertificeerde ECC-beoordelaars



Results: number of certificates:



EFESC website

• All info on: https://efesc.org/



EFESC website

• All info on: https://efesc.org/

– Look for NA’s 

– Verify Certificates/Holders



EFESC website

• All info on: https://efesc.org/

– Look for NA’s 

– Verify Certificates/Holders

– Find certified assessors and assessment centres

– Downloadpage with most recent documents

– Video’s of assessment run through:

• Different levels

• Different languages

– NA’s cheer information 



Update: Ammended 

proposals since 2017
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• Improvement on EFESC handbook:
– Right terms, ECS/ECC, audit and verificatie..

– Adjusting appendix 4: EFESC definitions
– Adjusting appendix 5: EFESC verificatie form

• Lay-out of EC-Standards changes:
– The ‘pure’ standards get separated from assessment tasks and criteria

– They stay in the same document to keep it binding

General Assembly nov 2017



5/03/2018 345/03/2018 34

GA nov 2017
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Algemene vergadering nov 2017
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Algemene vergadering nov 2017
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Algemene vergadering nov 2017
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GA nov 2017
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GA nov 2017
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• Improvement on EFESC handbook:
– Right terms, ECS/ECC, audit and verificatie..
– Adjusting appendix 4: EFESC definitions
– Adjusting appendix 5: EFESC verificatie form

• Lay-out of EC-Standards changes:
– The ‘pure’ standards get separated from assessment tasks and criteria
– They stay in the same document to keep it binding

• Most important change in the assessment 
tasks is in ECC3: 
– The obligation to hang-up a tree during the ECC3-assessment 

disapears 
– If a tree gets hung-up -> Candidate must be able and solves this 

problem on a safe way 
– Candidate has to use at least one winch set-up 

(e.g.: kabel-supported felling)

General Assembly nov 2017
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Work for Standards Committee this year:

–Devellopment of a pre-test to ECC3 for very 
experienced chainsaw users.

• Try-out on next assessorsworkshop    (may, Spain?)

–Devellopment of a new Standard:   
‘Forest Machine Operator’

GA nov 2017



Thanks for your attention!

Any questions?


